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proud to know that she is reckoned the brightest jewel, is
engaged in a life and death struggle with ruthless enemies for
her very existence. On the issue of that struggle depend the
liberty and happiness of every one of us.'I

He concluded with an expression of his 'deepest devotion
to the throne and a prayer for a glorious victory and the
restoration of peace7. The prayer was to be answered,
but not before Europe and the world had passed through
three more years of agony.

In January he passed a few days in Lucknow, and while
there he learned of the cruel sinking of the Persia in the
Eastern Mediterranean. He was greatly shocked, and
immediately wrote to the Viceroy with further offers of
help to the Empire, to take the form this time of a monthly
contribution of Rs. 12,000. Indeed, at this time of stress
it was seldom or never that an appeal was made to him in
vain, though the monthly contribution was entirely his
own idea. On the xoth March he is writing to Lady
Willingdon in reply to an appeal for the Lady Hardinge
Medical College at Delhi. He reminds her that he has
already given a lakh to the College, but as 'too much
cannot be done for advancing the noble cause* he will give
Rs.625ooo more, the cost of one 'unit of College Wards*.

This time he spent the hot weather in Kashmir.
'Affairs', he says, 'in India are quite quiet; and the fact
that a great war is going on requires imagination to
realize it.*2 That was as true of 1916 as of 1915, and was
to last to the end of the war. When the writer, on the eve
of leaving India, announced the armistice in the bazaar
of a considerable town, the news was received without
marked enthusiasm, one man merely asking, 'Will the
price of rice go down?* While the Maharaja was in
Kashmir the Dewan, V. P. Madhav Rao, retired. His

1  Speeches and Addresses, vol. ii, p. 409.

2  SelectedLetters, vol. iii, No. 1295, p. 848, dated 13.5.1916.